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T
he man suspected by Langara se-
curity of a string of recent thefts 
is thought to be the same person 
they hold responsible for 10 to 15 
campus thefts last March. 
Security will attempt to apprehend 
and hold him for arrest by Vancouver 
Police under the Trespass Act should 
he again be seen on campus.
Security has compiled a file that cat-
alogues the suspect’s on-campus activi-
ties dating back to last spring. “There 
may be enough evidence in some of 
those cases and some of those state-
ments to proceed with theft under 
$5,000 charges,” said building manager 
Mel Fearman. “If we get continued ac-
tivity from him next week, we’ll be 
posting his picture campus-wide.”
Security chased the suspect off cam-
pus several times last week. Pictures 
taken by journalism student Jared 
Gnam, show the suspect to be a black 
man in his mid-twenties, wearing a 
Yankees cap and dark baggy clothing. 
On that afternoon, journalism stu-
dents and instructors had a close en-
counter with the suspect. While work-
ing in the newsroom, students saw him 
peering through the doorway. 
Journalism student Anne Watson 
recognized him from a photo security 
had shown her and her classmates ear-
lier in the week, and whispered to her 
colleagues, “That’s the guy.”
Gene Keith, journalism instructional 
assistant, called security to report the 
whereabouts of the suspect. 
The suspect quickly left the depart-
ment and headed for the exit at the 
building’s northeast corner. Langara 
campus security apprehended him as 
he left. He resisted as security attempt-
ed to check his backpack. 
According to Fearman, security told 
the suspect that he is banned from 
campus and that if he returns he will be 
arrested under the Trespass Act. 
Security asks that students who see 
the suspect should not approach him or 
attempt to apprehend him, but call se-
curity at 4444.
Arrest awaits 
suspected thief
Say goodbye to plastic, LSU to 
implement a bottle ban in SUB
By alEXanDRa GRanT
Plastic water bottles may soon dis-appear from the Langara stu-dents’ union building if the first 
phase of a bottle ban is successful. 
The first step is to make LSU-funded 
events water bottle free. LSU board 
member at large Eli Zbar said that the 
union will gauge students’ reactions to 
the ban and adjust its development ac-
cordingly. 
By starting small we can foster a 
community that embraces environ-
mental action,” said Zbar. “We’re just 
doing this to test the waters and get a 
feel for how students react.”
If students’ reactions are positive, 
the union’s next step will be to stop sell-
ing water bottles in the SUB. 
Zbar said that the union would like 
to eventually develop a “two-pronged” 
approach, focusing on not only the SUB 
but also the college itself.
Jay Strachan, the Director of Facili-
ties and Purchasing at Langara, said 
that this is unlikely to happen.
Though the LSU has the power to 
ban plastic water bottles in the inde-
pendently operated SUB, banning them 
throughout the college is out of its 
scope of control. It would also have ad-
verse effects for students, according to 
Strachan.
“All the tins and bottles that are col-
lected in the college, the revenue from 
that goes towards student bursaries,” 
he said. “If we put a ban on bottles, we 
reduce student bursaries.”
Dietetics student Debbie Penner is 
supportive of the environmental initia-
tive, but has concerns about the dietary 
implications of the ban. 
“I’d be more worried about pop, es-
pecially diet pop, rather than bottled 
water,” said Penner. “It should be any-
thing in that plastic container if they 
consider banning bottles.”
Zbar said the LSU will not ban pop 
because of sponsorship deals with soft 
drink vendors.
“We can’t just get pop and every-
thing banned because a lot of the reve-
nue we get [comes] from pop,” he said. 
Security apprehended Langara’s 
suspected thief and said if he is found 
on campus again, he will be arrested
The LSU wants to stop sell-
ing plastic water bottles in 
the student union building 
to help the environment
By PaTRiCK JOhnSTOn
 
The Langara Students’ Union elec-tions committee is considering moving to an online voting system 
after another poor voter turnout for 
the LSU elections last week. 
Just two percent of eligible voters 
cast ballots. 
“We expect [online voting] would in-
crease turnout but there is concern 
about paper trail and security,” said 
LSU elections committee member Re-
becca Ha.
Online voting allows for candidate 
profiles, positions and issues to be con-
veniently linked to the voting platform, 
UBC political science professor Fred 
Cutler said. Since so many students al-
ready spend so much time online, 
switching to such a system makes 
sense, he continued. 
“If they can inform themselves and 
vote in half an hour, then they are more 
LSU ponders online 
voting for elections  
The votes are in, but voter apathy has the 
LSU looking for ways to engage students
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Ray Kennedy from campus security (left) asks to check the backpack of a man whom security 
officials banned from campus during their ongoing investigation of a rash of thefts at Langara. 
fEmalE BOaRD Of 
GOvERnOR 
Anh Lu
malE BOaRD Of 
GOvERnOR
Muneori Otaka
DiSaBiliTY liaSOn
Ryan Hill
malE EDUCaTiOn 
COUnCil REP
Kai Kui Chen
EXTERnal affaiRS 
COORDinaTOR
Candy Tran 
naTivE liaSOn
Ryan Erwin
QUEER liaSOn
Sonja Sandberg
wOmEn’S liaSOn
Gunkirat Randhawa
ELECTION
results
See ONLINE VOTE, page 2
ALEXANDRA GRANT photo
To be greener, the LSU is ridding  
the SUB of plastic water bottles
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By ALANNA HARDINGE-ROONEY
L
angara student Tomoe Yoshihara 
says Vancouver 
should keep 
all its down-
town bike lanes. In 
fact, he says the 
city should expand 
the 400-kilometre 
network.
“I think the city 
can save a lot of 
money and devel-
op a lot of new 
businesses by en-
couraging sustain-
able transporta-
tion,” said Yoshihara, who volunteers 
at the Langara Students’ Union bike 
shop. He said bicycles put far less 
“wear and tear” on roads than cars, 
thereby offering a financially and envi-
ronmentally friendly alternative.
Bike lanes have become an issue in 
the Nov. 19 Vancouver civic election. 
Non-Partisan Association mayoral can-
didate Suzanne Anton has vowed to 
halt construction of new bike lanes and 
review existing ones if she wins the 
November civic elec-
tion. 
She made her 
announcement af-
ter some down-
town merchants 
complained that 
modifications to 
city streets have 
hurt their bottom 
lines. 
That has put 
some Langara stu-
dents on opposites 
sides of the debate. 
For Yoshihara, it’s a safety issue.  
“If it’s just a strip of paint, that 
doesn’t offer me a lot of personal secu-
rity, it doesn’t offer a feeling of security 
and safety,” he said.
But science student Gurjit Brar, who 
rides his bike to Langara every day 
along 47th Avenue and Manitoba 
Street, doesn’t think the $3.2 million 
the city spent on the Hornby bike lane 
was justified.
“From my perspective, I don’t think 
we really need bike 
routes,” he said. 
“Just go on the side 
roads if you want 
to go somewhere.”
Brar, whose fa-
ther owns a restau-
rant, sympathized 
with business own-
ers along the down-
town bike lanes 
who, according to 
an independent 
study commis-
sioned by the City 
of Vancouver, lost $480,000 over one 
year.
Anthropology student Andres Guer-
ra uses the downtown bike lanes regu-
larly and thinks they’re worth the cost.
“I think there should be more bike 
lanes and more bike culture,” he said. 
“Encourage people to use their bikes 
more.”
TOMOE YOSHIHARA
Likes lanes. 
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Clockwise from left: Cyclists make their way over the Burrard Street Bridge, into the Hornby Street bike lane, and back over the bridge. 
Bike lanes have become a hot-button issue in the Vancouver civic election thanks to comments made by NPA candidate Suzanne Anton.
By LYNDA CHAppLE
Changes made to the college’s U-Pass program this past September are a success, says TransLink, the 
company that implemented them. 
Last March, 97 per cent of Langara 
College students voted in the new U-
Pass program which introduced a new 
mechanism for the way passes are dis-
tributed. They are now made available 
each month through three dispensing 
machines located throughout the cam-
pus.  Previously the passes were made 
available by mail. 
The changes were made in hopes of 
avoiding revenue losses due to lost, sto-
len or sold passes, but they brought 
some challenges.
“It was a learning curve for the first 
few weeks but now things are going 
very smoothly,” said Raymond Yeung, 
U-Pass Coordinator for Langara. “Peo-
ple have been accepting of the changes 
and responding quite well.”
The Provincial government made 
changes to what was previously called 
the Vancity U-Pass program.
Ten other post-secondary institu-
tions in the Lower Mainland now use 
the same system. They represent 
125,000 students, said TransLink 
spokesman Ken Hardie. That is up 
from 80,000 last year. 
“The new changes are working out 
quite well and things settled in very 
quickly,” said Hardie.  
Some students are finding the new 
system challenging. 
“I would prefer once you enrolled for 
one semester I shouldn’t have to go 
back every month, that should be 
enough,” said Heather Johnson, a 
third-year environmental student.  
But others like it. It is “really good 
for students,” said student Zhing Xia, 
“it reduces the costs.”  
Yeung recognizes that, but says im-
provements can be made. He says swo 
far it has been “a new process for ev-
eryone.”
For example, complaints have been 
made about the paper-based card each 
student is issued. Yeung says he has 
heard of people who have put it through 
the wash, but suggested students pick 
up a free sleeve for their pass at the 
bookstore.
Hardie hopes that by 2013 TransLink 
will have a new “compass card” in 
place, which will house a chip on the 
student card. That will enable students 
to carry just one card for identification, 
library and transportation.
Bike lanes drive controversy
Some students say they’re worth the money; others say use the roads
inclined to vote,” said Cutler.
Voter apathy at Langara is not a 
new problem, Langara political sci-
ence instructor Stephen Phillips said.
But changing the voting system sug-
gests there is a convenience cost to 
voting. This is hardly a problem at 
Langara as voting boxes are “just me-
tres away,” said Phillips.
Instead, the problem is a poor un-
derstanding of how voting connects 
public policy and personal life. Stu-
dents are required to pay dues to the 
student union, yet they don’t show an 
interest in how that money will be 
spent, which is the problem, he said.
“[Online voting] addresses a symp-
tom, not a cause,” said Phillips. “[It] 
reduces voting to the level of an online 
poll, it cheapens the act.”
UBC has been using an online sys-
tem for student elections for several 
years. Voter turnout is consistently 
higher than it was before online vot-
ing; 33 percent of UBC undergradu-
ates cast a ballot in the March 2011 
referendum.
The Union of BC Municipalities re-
cently voted to ask the province to lay 
the groundwork for online voting in 
municipal elections. The UBCM said 
they would like online voting to be an 
option within three years for jurisdic-
tions like Vancouver or Surrey.
The final decision comes down to 
cost, said LSU media liaison Eli Zbar.
“This would likely require the atten-
tion of paid staff for as long as three 
weeks. Right now our costs are pretty 
much just photocopying.”
Zbar said an improved social media 
presence will be key to any effort to 
increase student political participa-
tion. He cited friends at UBC who reg-
ularly post easy-to-follow links to stu-
dent elections.
Continued from page 1
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U-Pass:
so far so 
good — 
TransLink
Changes made to the way 
transit passes are made 
available to student are 
“working out quite well” 
GURJIT BRAR
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Online 
vote a 
matter 
of cost
— LSU
	 Cycling is the 
fastest growing  
method of travel in 
the city.
	 Approximately 
60,000 trips are 
made on a bike 
every day.
	 More than 3,500 
cyclists commute 
downtown to work 
every day.
	 About four per cent 
of daily commuting 
trips are made by 
bike.
Source: City of Vancouver
	
CYCLING
in the city
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Emily Poulin swipes her Langara 
I.D. to get her monthly U-Pass. 
By MATT HYNDMAN
Thanks to an ongoing fundraiser that is being matched by Langara College, Studio 58 is set to receive 
a makeover this December as it closes 
in on its goal of raising $20,000.
The theatre program is hoping to 
spruce up the studio in order to im-
prove the quality of productions and 
create a more comfortable experience 
for theatregoers.
“We want to make it more appealing 
for people coming to see our shows,” 
said Bruce Kennedy, the studio’s tech-
nical director. He says the studio has 
not been given a significant renovation 
in 20 years. As of press time on Wednes-
day, Studio 58 was still totaling their 
exact donations.
Although the studio appears to be in 
generally good shape, Kennedy says 
improvements are needed.
Chairs are missing springs, the car-
pet is shredded in places and there are 
no running lights on the floor.
But according to Kennedy, it is the 
25-year-old stage floor that most needs 
replacing.
“It’s painted over four or six times 
per year. It has hundreds of coats of 
paint from different productions over 
the years,” he said. 
With the cafeteria situated above the 
studio, the pipes that run below it have 
leaked water and grease down into the 
studio. 
“The masonite floor absorbs mois-
ture over time. Seams are appearing 
which ruin the effect of the shows.” 
Kennedy said. He says a new floor 
should last the studio another 10 to 15 
years.
Carol Chrisjohn, the production 
manager for Studio 58, says that while 
students should continue to donate to 
the fundraiser, the studio is “well on 
[its] way to the goal.” Chrisjohn says 
the studio is an important asset to Lan-
gara College. 
“We’re proud of the program, it’s one 
of the best in the country.”
She says thousands of people come 
to watch the studio’s shows and the the-
atre program is the “face of the col-
lege” for many people in Vancouver.
Roy Daykin, Langara’s executive di-
rector of advancement, says the studio 
is important to the college and he is 
happy to be helping match the dona-
tions.
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Some of the items that will be on sale in the Students’ 
Union Building till 4 p.m. today include clothing, 
electronics, books, board games, umbrellas and even 
shoes. The proceeds go to support financial assistance 
programs for students at Langara, providing funding 
for adult education, student employment, students with 
disabilities and emergency loans.
Cuban Consul General to speak at Langara about five convicted spies imprisoned in U.S.
By CArlY WigNes
Calling all bargain-hunters: the Langara garage sale is open for business, and it’s never too 
early to start collecting gifts for the 
winter holidays.
The Financial Aid Department is 
holding a garage sale today in the 
Students’ Union Building to sell 
items that were left at the lost and 
found kiosk last year.
Students can choose from a vari-
ety of goods such as books, calcula-
tors, backpacks, games and jewel-
lery all at prices that are well below 
their actual retail value.
“It is a very popular event,” said 
the manager of student assistance 
programs, Shirley Kamerling-Rob-
erts.
Student volunteers have been 
busy inventorying the household 
goods, sunglasses, shoes and bind-
ers that will also be available for 
purchase. 
This year, feature items include 
two televisions and a desk, Kamer-
ling-Roberts added.
Second-year arts and sciences 
student Angel Chung gave a very 
positive review of last year’s garage 
sale. She bartered for the items she 
purchased, one of which was a flash 
drive in excellent condition that 
cost only one dollar.
Chung said that there were many 
Drama students will be 
getting much-needed 
upgrades for their audito-
rium  with help from the 
college
By sHAWN gill
J
orge Soberón, the Cuban Consul 
General in Toronto, will voice 
his support for five Cuban men 
imprisoned in Florida since 1998 
for espionage and conspiracy against 
the American government at Langara 
this Saturday. 
 The reasons for their controvercial 
imprisonment stem from a 1996 inci-
dent in which the Cuban air force — 
acting on intelligence the U.S. govern-
ment says was gathered by the five 
— shot down two planes operated by a 
Miami-based anti-communist group 
called “Brothers to the Rescue”, result-
ing in the deaths of four Cuban-Ameri-
cans.
Saturday’s talk is the fifth stop on 
province-wide tour organized by the 
Human Rights & International Solidar-
ity Committees of the Federation of 
Post-Secondary Educators. The inten-
tion of the tour is to raise awareness 
for an important human rights issue 
that has received little coverage in the 
mainstream media. 
“We want Langara students and fac-
ulty to hear about the story of the five 
and their continued mal-treatment,” 
said Susan Weber, Langara librarian 
and campus representative of the body 
that organized Soberón’s tour. 
 “Just under 3,500 Cubans have died 
since the Cuban Revolution as a result 
of American aggression against Cuba,” 
says Noah Fine, of Free the Cuban Five 
Vancouver.
 In 1997, a string of bombings at Ha-
vana hotels resulted in the death of an 
Italian-Canadian tourist. Former CIA 
agent and reputed terrorist Luis Posa-
da Carriles took responsibility for the 
bombings.
By 1998, the five had infiltrated sev-
eral so-called exile groups in Miami, 
and assembled thousands of docu-
ments including files connecting Car-
riles with the Cuban American Nation-
al Foundation, a powerful Washington 
lobby group based in South Florida. 
Fidel Castro, then Cuban President, 
sent an emissary, famed author Gabri-
el García Márquez, to then-U.S. Presi-
dent Clinton to hand-deliver informa-
tion the five had gathered chronicling 
recent exile group aggression against 
Cuba.
The Americans declined to investi-
gate Carriles and the Miami exile 
groups, instead using the documents 
to charge the Cuban Five.
The American consulate in Vancou-
ver was contacted for a comment on 
this story; they said that they would 
not be able to formulate a response for 
press time. 
Cuban 5 rally set for Saturday
Bargain basement prices at college-
wide garage sale: Financial Aid 
The Students’ Union Build-
ing will be full of deals like 
electronics and clothes
Studio 58 to 
get $20,000 
facelift
electronics and books that were on 
sale last year.
“There were definitely a lot of 
umbrellas too,” she added. 
Students are welcome to contrib-
ute items to the sale, said Kamer-
ling-Roberts. 
This is the sale’s seventh year 
running, and Kamerline-Roberts 
said close to $3,000 is raised each 
year, all of which goes to student fi-
nancial assistance. 
Today’s sale runs from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
Financial assistance programs at 
Langara provide funding for adult 
education, students looking for em-
ployment, out-of-province-students, 
part-time students in high need, 
students with permanent disabili-
ties and emergency loans.
“It’s a very 
popular 
event...
shirley Kamerling-
roberts
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4 5The Voice, ThURSDAY, ocToBeR 13, 2011centrepieceeDiToR KYLA JoNAS
Talk & text has its limits
By MARTIN WISSMATH
Facebook is being sued for vio-lating privacy laws by track-ing users’ internet browsing 
even after logging out. 
Several users in the United States 
have filed a class-action lawsuit 
against the social media giant after 
the company was shown to have in-
stalled software – in the form of 
browser cookies – that track internet 
activity without consent. 
“Even if you are logged out, Face-
book still knows and can track every 
page you visit that has Facebook inte-
grated,” wrote Nik Cubrilovic, an 
Australian blogger and self-described 
hacker, in a post on his website, 
nikcub.appspot.com, last week.
“The only solution is to delete ev-
ery Facebook cookie in your browser, 
or to use a separate browser for Face-
book interactions,” said Cubrilovic.
A representative of Facebook 
claims the software cookies stay in 
the browser due to a “bug,” and that 
the problem has been fixed.
Cubrilovic posted an update ex-
plaining that the fix might remove 
personal information, but Facebook 
still tracks activity that could poten-
tially identify a user.
Jesse Miller, the founder of the 
consulting group, Mediated Reality, 
discussed the use and risks of social 
media at a workshop on Oct. 3. at Lan-
gara. 
“Facebook is an ever-changing 
beast,” Miller said. “It’s an amazing 
communication tool, but it’s on par to 
you leaving your cell-phone on, and 
[anyone] being able to tap in.” 
Miller said students should treat 
Facebook as a public space, and not 
expect any information they put on it 
to be private. 
“That’s really creepy,” said Angela 
Demynn, a publishing student, when 
asked about the Facebook tracking. 
“I think about quitting [Facebook] ev-
ery week.” So far, she still has an ac-
count.
“I hate to admit it,” said Olivia Dal-
ton, also studying publishing at Lan-
gara, “but it doesn’t really affect me 
much.” 
Dalton said she uses Facebook to 
keep in touch with friends and family 
far away. “I think everyone is gonna 
switch to Google+ anyway,” she said.
Reuel Elenzano, a Langara philos-
ophy student said, “I can’t really do 
anything about it.” 
Elenzano’s had a Facebook ac-
count for several years and doesn’t 
plan on deleting his account anytime 
soon. “If you’re on the internet, you 
gotta take risks,” he said.
Business student, Asacia Biln 
agrees. “I understand that the inter-
net is not a secure area,” she said. “I 
don’t post anything that I don’t ex-
pect to be full public [information].” 
Biln has 
been using 
Facebook for 
about five 
years. Al-
though her 
account has 
been hacked, 
she said she 
doesn’t blame 
the company 
and sees it as 
“just a busi-
ness.”
Catherine Levinson, a computer 
science instructor at Langara, said 
she doesn’t trust sites like Facebook.
“Your generation is very different 
from mine,” she said. “I’m much 
more fearful of Big Brother.”
Tablets becoming new textbooks
Facebook users 
beware, you’re 
being watched 
New technology is evolving the way we learn, communicate and protect our privacy
Users are confronting the 
popular social network 
for spying on web time.
As cell phone usage expands, so does the lack of social etiquette and human interaction
Products like the iPad and 
Kindle are helping students 
with their studies by stream-
lining reading materials.
	 More than 1,000 
cellphones are acti-
vated each minute.
	 There is one cell-
phone for every two 
people in the world.
	 An iPhone has 
more processing 
power than the 
North American Air 
Defense Command 
did in 1965.
Source: startacellphonebusi-
ness.com
Phone 
factsBy  JeN ST. DeNIS
When Langara stu-dents experience bad cellphone be-haviour they don’t 
get mad, they get even.
In one situation, theatre arts stu-
dent Carlen Escarraga hid a class-
mate’s constantly buzzing phone 
behind a ceiling tile in the Studio 
58 lounge. 
“We started calling her phone 
and it took her five minutes before 
she...was able to find it,” said Es-
carraga. After that, the classmate 
turned her phone off during class.
Sam Harkness was pretty sure 
he could say anything to a friend 
who was constantly texting, and 
one day he tested his theory.
“I decided to say something like, 
‘Oh, so my mom got knocked up,’ 
and she’s like ‘Oh yeah?’ and I said, 
‘Yup, I’m going to have a sister or 
brother soon,’” said Harkness. 
It wasn’t true, but his friend was 
so busy texting, she didn’t notice 
the outrageous lie.
Some Langara students are so 
fed up, they’re ready to surrender 
friendships with particularly ob-
noxious cellphone users. Brett Wil-
lis, a theatre arts student, confis-
cated a friend’s phone.
“I left her for two days without 
the cellphone just to see what 
would happen to her,” said Brett 
Willis. “She doesn’t talk to me any-
more.”
Languages student Veronica 
Church has witnessed “shocking” 
cellphone use while riding the bus.
“I don’t know why people find 
the need to yell into their cellphone 
when other people are all around 
them,” said Church. 
Other students have made rules 
for themselves to avoid falling into 
the bad habit of constantly check-
ing their phone. 
“My boyfriend and I have a rule 
that we don’t text when we’re with 
each other,” said Brenda Wheeler.
According to an article on wise-
geek.com, if you want to avoid irri-
tating your friends and being the 
target of revenge pranks, follow 
these rules on cellphone etiquette: 
When you do take a call in pub-
lic, lower that booming voice. 
Avoid discussing sensitive sub-
jects in public. No one needs to 
hear about that stubborn ingrown 
toenail or be a third party to your 
raging fight with an ex.
If you’re talking to a friend face-
to-face, be  present. Let that call go 
to the answering machine or ig-
nore the text. 
If you’re taking yourself out to 
dinner, your phone is an accept-
able companion. But if you’re out 
to dinner with friends or on a date, 
do them a favour and put the phone 
away. 
Put your phone’s setting to si-
lent while in class or in a restau-
rant. In a dimly-lit room avoid us-
ing your phone, as it’s distracting 
to see your screen light up.
Don’t use your phone as a status 
symbol. Put it in your pocket or 
bag. You can stroke it every now 
and then if it makes you feel better.
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Photo-imaging student, Nick Collins, surfing on the photography lab’s iPad for class. 
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From left: Iris Wong, Angela Luong, Amethyst Chan and Ann Lo demonstrate how many students spend their lunch talking on their cell phones rather than each other. 
Catherine Levinson
Computer science 
instructor
By eMMA CRAWFORD
Students now have more tools avail-able to assist with their education, thanks to technologies that are 
transforming the way we learn and study.
iPads, Kindles, eBooks and eTextbooks are 
a few of the options currently available to stu-
dents.
Amazon’s new Kindle Fire, which will be 
released in the U.S. on Nov. 15., is a great ex-
ample. It has a colour touchscreen and ac-
cess to millions of Amazon’s books, maga-
zines, songs, movies and TV shows.
Unfortunately, there is no Canadian re-
lease date announced, and the apps that will 
be available to U.S. customers will not be ac-
cessible in Canada right away.  However, the 
current version of the Kindle is still available 
to Canadians at Amazon.ca. This tablet has 
Wi-Fi and access to a collection of over 
850,000 books, magazines and newspapers. 
The iPad 2 is another device that can assist 
students, and may find some competition 
with the Fire. 
Apple’s tablet offers optional 3G, for broad-
band internet browsing, and over 90,000 apps. 
However, the Fire only offers Wi-Fi and 
fewer than 20,000 apps. The iPad 2 has 16-
64GB of storage, while the Fire has 8GB. 
The Fire wins with pricing, however, as it 
is pre-selling for $199 U.S., while the iPad 2 
starts around $500.
Peter Baker, an instructor in Langara’s 
computing science and information systems 
department, has no direct experience with 
the Kindle Fire but, through research, has 
come to the conclusion that the Amazon Silk 
browser gives it an edge over other Android 
devices because browsing is faster.
The Silk technology “assembles a web 
page on Amazon’s servers and then delivers 
a complex web page as a single unit to the 
Fire,” said Baker via email. 
Thomas Rizco, a Langara anthropology 
student, believes the iPad has an edge over 
Kindles and other tablets, pointing to mar-
keting as one of the reasons. 
“If there was an iPad coming out, I think 
everybody would know,” Rizco said. “But for 
Kindle… if they can’t market it, what’s the 
point?” 
Other students, like second-year arts and 
science student Erika Pablico, use smart-
phones to help with scheduling. 
“I sometimes use Calendar for classes and 
to put in my exam dates,” said Pablico.
Some popular educational apps for the 
iPad 2 include eTextbooks by CourseSmart 
and scheduling tools like myHomework.
Bizmosis Inc.’s iTranslate provides French, 
Spanish, Italian and German translations on-
screen and out loud.
Some post-secondary institutions, includ-
ing UBC and SFU, have school-specific apps 
with news feeds about special events and 
weather forecasts on campus.
EBooks are another tool which don’t re-
quire a tablet device for access. Langara’s li-
brary offers over 40,000 titles electronically, 
says librarian Alison Curtis. 
The Vancouver Public Library also offers 
eBooks. Online information and news man-
ager Christina deCastell says there are tens 
of thousands of titles available with just an 
internet connection.
Amazon recently began the Kindle text-
book rental program that allows students to 
save as much as 80 per cent by renting their 
textbooks from the Kindle store. 
After downloading the Kindle reading app 
to a PC, Mac, smartphone or tablet a long list 
of rental eTextbooks are available.
The number of choices will continue to ex-
pand as technology moves forward. Tradi-
tional education and teaching techniques are 
evolving into something new, and today’s stu-
dent has the opportunity to decide which 
tools work for them.
5
5
4 5The Voice, ThURSDAY, ocToBeR 13, 2011centrepieceeDiToR KYLA JoNAS
Talk & text has its limits
By MARTIN WISSMATH
Facebook is being sued for vio-lating privacy laws by track-ing users’ internet browsing 
even after logging out. 
Several users in the United States 
have filed a class-action lawsuit 
against the social media giant after 
the company was shown to have in-
stalled software – in the form of 
browser cookies – that track internet 
activity without consent. 
“Even if you are logged out, Face-
book still knows and can track every 
page you visit that has Facebook inte-
grated,” wrote Nik Cubrilovic, an 
Australian blogger and self-described 
hacker, in a post on his website, 
nikcub.appspot.com, last week.
“The only solution is to delete ev-
ery Facebook cookie in your browser, 
or to use a separate browser for Face-
book interactions,” said Cubrilovic.
A representative of Facebook 
claims the software cookies stay in 
the browser due to a “bug,” and that 
the problem has been fixed.
Cubrilovic posted an update ex-
plaining that the fix might remove 
personal information, but Facebook 
still tracks activity that could poten-
tially identify a user.
Jesse Miller, the founder of the 
consulting group, Mediated Reality, 
discussed the use and risks of social 
media at a workshop on Oct. 3. at Lan-
gara. 
“Facebook is an ever-changing 
beast,” Miller said. “It’s an amazing 
communication tool, but it’s on par to 
you leaving your cell-phone on, and 
[anyone] being able to tap in.” 
Miller said students should treat 
Facebook as a public space, and not 
expect any information they put on it 
to be private. 
“That’s really creepy,” said Angela 
Demynn, a publishing student, when 
asked about the Facebook tracking. 
“I think about quitting [Facebook] ev-
ery week.” So far, she still has an ac-
count.
“I hate to admit it,” said Olivia Dal-
ton, also studying publishing at Lan-
gara, “but it doesn’t really affect me 
much.” 
Dalton said she uses Facebook to 
keep in touch with friends and family 
far away. “I think everyone is gonna 
switch to Google+ anyway,” she said.
Reuel Elenzano, a Langara philos-
ophy student said, “I can’t really do 
anything about it.” 
Elenzano’s had a Facebook ac-
count for several years and doesn’t 
plan on deleting his account anytime 
soon. “If you’re on the internet, you 
gotta take risks,” he said.
Business student, Asacia Biln 
agrees. “I understand that the inter-
net is not a secure area,” she said. “I 
don’t post anything that I don’t ex-
pect to be full public [information].” 
Biln has 
been using 
Facebook for 
about five 
years. Al-
though her 
account has 
been hacked, 
she said she 
doesn’t blame 
the company 
and sees it as 
“just a busi-
ness.”
Catherine Levinson, a computer 
science instructor at Langara, said 
she doesn’t trust sites like Facebook.
“Your generation is very different 
from mine,” she said. “I’m much 
more fearful of Big Brother.”
Tablets becoming new textbooks
Facebook users 
beware, you’re 
being watched 
New technology is evolving the way we learn, communicate and protect our privacy
Users are confronting the 
popular social network 
for spying on web time.
As cell phone usage expands, so does the lack of social etiquette and human interaction
Products like the iPad and 
Kindle are helping students 
with their studies by stream-
lining reading materials.
	 More than 1,000 
cellphones are acti-
vated each minute.
	 There is one cell-
phone for every two 
people in the world.
	 An iPhone has 
more processing 
power than the 
North American Air 
Defense Command 
did in 1965.
Source: startacellphonebusi-
ness.com
Phone 
factsBy  JeN ST. DeNIS
When Langara stu-dents experience bad cellphone be-haviour they don’t 
get mad, they get even.
In one situation, theatre arts stu-
dent Carlen Escarraga hid a class-
mate’s constantly buzzing phone 
behind a ceiling tile in the Studio 
58 lounge. 
“We started calling her phone 
and it took her five minutes before 
she...was able to find it,” said Es-
carraga. After that, the classmate 
turned her phone off during class.
Sam Harkness was pretty sure 
he could say anything to a friend 
who was constantly texting, and 
one day he tested his theory.
“I decided to say something like, 
‘Oh, so my mom got knocked up,’ 
and she’s like ‘Oh yeah?’ and I said, 
‘Yup, I’m going to have a sister or 
brother soon,’” said Harkness. 
It wasn’t true, but his friend was 
so busy texting, she didn’t notice 
the outrageous lie.
Some Langara students are so 
fed up, they’re ready to surrender 
friendships with particularly ob-
noxious cellphone users. Brett Wil-
lis, a theatre arts student, confis-
cated a friend’s phone.
“I left her for two days without 
the cellphone just to see what 
would happen to her,” said Brett 
Willis. “She doesn’t talk to me any-
more.”
Languages student Veronica 
Church has witnessed “shocking” 
cellphone use while riding the bus.
“I don’t know why people find 
the need to yell into their cellphone 
when other people are all around 
them,” said Church. 
Other students have made rules 
for themselves to avoid falling into 
the bad habit of constantly check-
ing their phone. 
“My boyfriend and I have a rule 
that we don’t text when we’re with 
each other,” said Brenda Wheeler.
According to an article on wise-
geek.com, if you want to avoid irri-
tating your friends and being the 
target of revenge pranks, follow 
these rules on cellphone etiquette: 
When you do take a call in pub-
lic, lower that booming voice. 
Avoid discussing sensitive sub-
jects in public. No one needs to 
hear about that stubborn ingrown 
toenail or be a third party to your 
raging fight with an ex.
If you’re talking to a friend face-
to-face, be  present. Let that call go 
to the answering machine or ig-
nore the text. 
If you’re taking yourself out to 
dinner, your phone is an accept-
able companion. But if you’re out 
to dinner with friends or on a date, 
do them a favour and put the phone 
away. 
Put your phone’s setting to si-
lent while in class or in a restau-
rant. In a dimly-lit room avoid us-
ing your phone, as it’s distracting 
to see your screen light up.
Don’t use your phone as a status 
symbol. Put it in your pocket or 
bag. You can stroke it every now 
and then if it makes you feel better.
KYLA JONAS photo
Photo-imaging student, Nick Collins, surfing on the photography lab’s iPad for class. 
JEN ST. DENIS photo
From left: Iris Wong, Angela Luong, Amethyst Chan and Ann Lo demonstrate how many students spend their lunch talking on their cell phones rather than each other. 
Catherine Levinson
Computer science 
instructor
By eMMA CRAWFORD
Students now have more tools avail-able to assist with their education, thanks to technologies that are 
transforming the way we learn and study.
iPads, Kindles, eBooks and eTextbooks are 
a few of the options currently available to stu-
dents.
Amazon’s new Kindle Fire, which will be 
released in the U.S. on Nov. 15., is a great ex-
ample. It has a colour touchscreen and ac-
cess to millions of Amazon’s books, maga-
zines, songs, movies and TV shows.
Unfortunately, there is no Canadian re-
lease date announced, and the apps that will 
be available to U.S. customers will not be ac-
cessible in Canada right away.  However, the 
current version of the Kindle is still available 
to Canadians at Amazon.ca. This tablet has 
Wi-Fi and access to a collection of over 
850,000 books, magazines and newspapers. 
The iPad 2 is another device that can assist 
students, and may find some competition 
with the Fire. 
Apple’s tablet offers optional 3G, for broad-
band internet browsing, and over 90,000 apps. 
However, the Fire only offers Wi-Fi and 
fewer than 20,000 apps. The iPad 2 has 16-
64GB of storage, while the Fire has 8GB. 
The Fire wins with pricing, however, as it 
is pre-selling for $199 U.S., while the iPad 2 
starts around $500.
Peter Baker, an instructor in Langara’s 
computing science and information systems 
department, has no direct experience with 
the Kindle Fire but, through research, has 
come to the conclusion that the Amazon Silk 
browser gives it an edge over other Android 
devices because browsing is faster.
The Silk technology “assembles a web 
page on Amazon’s servers and then delivers 
a complex web page as a single unit to the 
Fire,” said Baker via email. 
Thomas Rizco, a Langara anthropology 
student, believes the iPad has an edge over 
Kindles and other tablets, pointing to mar-
keting as one of the reasons. 
“If there was an iPad coming out, I think 
everybody would know,” Rizco said. “But for 
Kindle… if they can’t market it, what’s the 
point?” 
Other students, like second-year arts and 
science student Erika Pablico, use smart-
phones to help with scheduling. 
“I sometimes use Calendar for classes and 
to put in my exam dates,” said Pablico.
Some popular educational apps for the 
iPad 2 include eTextbooks by CourseSmart 
and scheduling tools like myHomework.
Bizmosis Inc.’s iTranslate provides French, 
Spanish, Italian and German translations on-
screen and out loud.
Some post-secondary institutions, includ-
ing UBC and SFU, have school-specific apps 
with news feeds about special events and 
weather forecasts on campus.
EBooks are another tool which don’t re-
quire a tablet device for access. Langara’s li-
brary offers over 40,000 titles electronically, 
says librarian Alison Curtis. 
The Vancouver Public Library also offers 
eBooks. Online information and news man-
ager Christina deCastell says there are tens 
of thousands of titles available with just an 
internet connection.
Amazon recently began the Kindle text-
book rental program that allows students to 
save as much as 80 per cent by renting their 
textbooks from the Kindle store. 
After downloading the Kindle reading app 
to a PC, Mac, smartphone or tablet a long list 
of rental eTextbooks are available.
The number of choices will continue to ex-
pand as technology moves forward. Tradi-
tional education and teaching techniques are 
evolving into something new, and today’s stu-
dent has the opportunity to decide which 
tools work for them.
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RUMAN KANG cartoon
You’d think mayoral candidate Suzanne Anton would be more concerned with supporting an 
environmentally friendly infrastruc-
ture than halting construction on 
bike lanes. 
There are many reasons Vancou-
ver bikers choose to commute on 
two wheels, but two of the most 
obvious ones are to stay active and 
travel pollution-free. 
If Anton is elected, these individu-
als who embody two long-held 
Vancouver ideals will be the ones to 
suffer.
As many Vancouver bike commut-
ers can testify, once outside of the 
secure confines of bike lanes the city 
streets are no safe place for a cyclist. 
According to 
Statistics Canada, 
hundreds of 
cyclists are 
seriously injured 
on Canadian 
roads every year, 
with the majority 
of injuries 
occurring in large 
cities. 
In fact, North 
American cyclists 
are twice as likely to be killed in 
accidents involving motor vehicles 
than their European counterparts. 
Anton might want to look at 
Vancouver city statistics regarding 
bike commuters in the city before 
objecting to bike lanes: over 3,500 
cyclists commute to Vancouver’s 
downtown core, a considerable 
increase of 70 per cent over the 
course of ten years. 
The Dunsmuir lane alone has 
experienced a 40 per cent increase 
in trips from cyclists.
In regards to the drivers, retail-
ers, and residents who have objected 
to the bike lanes: this is not the first 
time in history that a city’s infra-
structural change has been met with 
less than unanimous support. 
Instead of pointing a finger at bike 
lane construction as a serious 
problem for drivers and retailers, 
why not focus on both road-planning 
itself and improving the public 
transit system? 
Anton’s objections to an environ-
mentally friendly initiative work in 
direct opposition to one of the city’s 
most important values: to be 
environmentally responsible and 
progressive. Anton would do well to 
focus on the city’s real problems.
There is a place where you can find just about anything in existence. 
Looking for a genuine human 
skeleton? How about unpublished 
photos of a pre-fame, bikini-clad, 
Marilyn Monroe? Maybe an original 
1820 copy of the Declaration of 
Independence is more to your liking. 
These, and many more unfathom-
able treasures, have all been found 
at the same unlikely venue: the 
ever-present garage sale.
Maybe you won’t find treasures of 
the same calibre at Langara’s 
upcoming college-wide garage sale, 
but I assure you that there is 
treasure to be found. It’s not all 
soiled rags suited for the trash or 
ghosts of fashion disasters past. It 
doesn’t even have to be tangible.
For some, it’s the answer to a 
burgeoning closet coupled with a 
dwindling bank 
account. It’s that 
like-new North 
Face jacket 80 per 
cent off retail. It’s 
legal thievery at 
its best.  
For others, it’s 
the satisfaction of 
reducing waste 
and lessening 
their carbon-
footprint by 
recycling. A 
chance to pat oneself on the back for 
reducing the strain on Mother 
Earth. A reciprocal way of giving 
back.          
For me, it’s a form of entertain-
ment. A way to marvel at the less 
noteworthy annals of human 
achievement. A journey into the 
sometimes delightfully twisted 
psyche of the collective human mind 
as you ask, “Who would buy this?” 
That often leads to, “Why did this 
warrant mass production?” which 
sometimes leads to, “What socio-
economic turn of events led to the 
preponderance of glitter-encrusted 
shell art?” Yes, garage sales can lead 
to deep, philosophical, dissertations 
on the human condition.  
Or they can lead to a bastardized 
form of time travel, as you’re 
confronted with items you yourself 
have long thrown out and hoped to 
have forgotten. Clearly, the possibili-
ties for amusement are limitless. 
Sometimes, one man’s trash really 
is another man’s treasure. Especial-
ly when said trash is actually a 
national treasure worth millions.  
OPINION
Jennifer Fong
Technology has enabled us to take rudeness to new heights. Ten years ago, bellowing your 
most intimate details at a piece of 
plastic in a crowd of strangers would 
have attracted a slew of angry 
stares, while today hardly anyone 
bats an eyelash. 
We’ve bent the social contract so 
far that not only are loud cellphone 
conversations on the SkyTrain 
permissible, but so is the obsessive 
checking of inboxes over dinner, the 
narcissistic Instagramming of 
cappuccinos and pedicures, and the 
disrespectful scanning of Twitter 
feeds in movie theatres and lecture 
halls.
We’ve essentially obliterated 
etiquette. Our insolence knows no 
bounds.
Some might argue that in an 
increasingly casual society charac-
terized by fast food, ripped denim 
and sexualized media, etiquette is 
unimportant, petty. But this is not 
about table settings or proper forms 
of address; this is about the basic 
way we humans 
relate to one 
another.
When you pull 
out your phone in 
a social situation, 
you’re saying, “To 
hell with you. I’m 
more interested 
in checking reddit 
and clicking 
through a 
co-worker’s 
vacation pictures 
than hearing 
about your new job or relationship 
woes.”
Of course, on some level, we know 
it’s rude to text in class or take a call 
during dinner, but we do it anyway 
because we can’t bear to think that 
we might be missing out on fresh 
photos from last week’s pub crawl or 
a Groupon for hot yoga.
As a result, our ability to engage 
in attentive, uninterrupted conversa-
tions is being lost. We are becoming 
better at connecting with people 
across oceans than with the person 
seated across the table. 
Our preoccupation with virtual 
communities has reached the point 
where we seem to value tweeting 
about having a drink with someone 
more than we value actually having 
a drink with them.
It’s high time we came to terms 
with our cellphone dependency and 
took some steps to counter it.
So power down your phone, give 
your thumbs a break and try having 
a good old-fashioned conversation 
with the person next to you. There’s 
nothing quite like it. 
OPINION
Alanna Hardinge-
Rooney
OPINION
Alexandra Grant
New technology = rude
Garage sales a gold mine 
for unfathomable treasures
Bike lanes 
pave way 
for safety
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By PATRICK JOHNSTON
Song wirting “expresses[es] the ramblings of the mind.”Design student Kyla Thibert, 26, 
not only writes to express herself, 
she’s also thinking about entering the 
International Songwriting Competi-
tion.
  The competition has extended its 
deadline for submission to Nov. 1. 
There’s a grand prize totaling $45,000 
in cash and equipment. Thibert said 
songwriting appeals to her because 
it “helps release random things con-
stantly going on in the mind.” 
  The 10-year-old competition, based 
in Nashville, Tennessee, has many 
judges lined up, including musicians 
like Tom Waits, Tegan and Sara, My 
Morning Jacket and Kelly Clarkson.
According to Thibert, the writing pro-
cess demands an effort from the writ-
er to find words which explain their 
emotions and ideas. It’s also about 
understanding the roots of her ideas 
and connecting them to what is going 
on around her.
  “If something comes into my mind, I 
like to find the metaphor of it for my 
life,” she said
  Thibert’s classmate Lysha Wong 
feels “a good songwriter translates 
feeling and emotions into words.” 
Though she doesn’t write songs any-
more, she said she tried when she was 
young. “You’re little, you explore.”
  First year arts and science students 
Spencer Holloway, 17, and Saif Al-
Sedi, 18, said they imagine a winning 
song has to be “pretty original.”
  Songwriters should pay close at-
tention to the tone of their lyrics – it 
should match the 
style of music, said 
Holloway and Al-
Sedi.
  In addition to 
the grand prize, 
the competition 
also features first, 
second and third 
place prizes in 22 
categories rang-
ing from adult 
contemporary to 
blues, country to 
children’s, with many others in be-
tween. 
  Interested applicants should go to 
the International Songwriting Compe-
tition website.
By MATT HYNDMAN
V
ancouver artist Kathleen Ritter 
kicked off this year’s Langara 
College Centre for Art in Public 
Spaces speaker series Oct. 12th. 
  Ritter has curated exhibits like How 
Soon is Now and WE: Vancouver, both 
hosted at the Vancouver Art Gallery 
where she currently serves as the as-
sociate curator. 
  Ritter spent the hour discussing her 
own thoughts on the definition of pub-
lic art and the purpose it can serve in 
cities like Vancouver.
  “I think artists look to find gaps 
within the social fabric through which 
they can intervene, [allowing them] to 
reveal something about a social space, 
about politics, about society, that we 
may not have seen before,” Ritter said. 
  She began her lecture with a story 
about a man she saw sitting in an air-
port, asleep in a chair with a disem-
bodied mannequin head resting on his 
shoulder. 
  She wondered, was it some sort of 
social experiment? Was he genuinely 
unaware of the bizarre image he was 
creating? 
  Ritter thinks these are the sort of 
thoughts that artists who work in 
public spaces want their audiences to 
have.
  “I think as soon as you step outside 
the doors of the gallery, you no longer 
have that frame around the activity. 
It’s not just this idea of taking art and 
putting it into public space, but the 
process by which ideas enter public 
consciousness.” 
  Ritter cited as an example, Diane Bor-
sato’s 2003 project in which she spent 
a day invading the city’s collective 
personal space by walking around and 
touching 1,000 people on the arm. The 
reactions of the confused, unwitting 
participants were recorded on video.
  She also praised works created by 
artists like Ken Lum at the VAG out-
door space Offsite, located next to 
Living Shangi-La in downtown Van-
couver. Lum installed three driftwood 
huts modeled after ones destroyed 
on the Maplewood mudflats in North 
Vancouver in 1971. 
  Lum used the public, outdoor loca-
tion to provide a striking contrast be-
tween the humble huts and the tallest 
building in Vancouver. It also exposed 
people to this lesser-known story in 
Vancouver’s history, which involved 
the huts being burned down by the dis-
trict after hippies took up residence.
 Tomo Tanaka, the division chair of 
creative arts at Langara, said the 
speaker series is part of the college’s 
goal to bring more about awareness 
to art in public spaces and expand the 
curriculum offered at the college.
Songwriters worldwide 
can work on their original 
pieces until Nov. 1
Art talks begin at Langara
Vancouver artist discusses public art, the first in a series of talks
Would-be 
composers 
get break 
on contest 
deadline
Langara grad wins big at art competition
Former art student wins $25,000 for her oil painting at this year’s RBC Canadian Painting Competition
1	 Nov. 8, Samuel Roy-
Bois who creates 
art installations will 
speak about the 
how entertwined 
identity and fabula-
tion are, at 7 p.m. in 
room A122a.
2	 Dec. 6, Claire 
Doherty, curator 
and writer will 
speak about a new 
vocabulary for 
artists and their 
everchanging work 
at 7 p.m. in room 
A130.
Next art 
talks
By RUMAN KANG
Langara graduate Rebecca Brewer won the  $25,000 top prize for this year’s RBC Canadian Painting 
Competition.  
  Brewer’s work, entitled Beuys Paint-
ing, was selected as the winner out 
of the 15 pieces that were chosen for 
display in this year’s competition.  
The competition had over 500 entries 
from across Canada. 
  The oil painting awash in golden 
hues and heavy grey accents depicts 
the silhouette of a man wearing a hat, 
and is Brewer’s vision of German art-
ist and theorist Joseph Beuys.  
Brewer said, in a Globe and Mail 
interview, that the painting describes 
her love-hate relationship with Beuys 
and his work.
  RBC in conjunction with the Ca-
nadian Art Association created the 
painting competition to help promis-
ing new visual artists.  The competi-
tion showcases the selected artists 
on a national scale while providing 
financial support through monetary 
prizes.
  Brewer told the Globe and Mail that 
she is going to use the prize money 
to pay for a larger studio that she has 
always dreamed of having.
   During her time at Langara, Brewer 
was enrolled in the fine arts diploma 
program. In her second year Brewer 
won a printmaking award for her 
work.    
  “Right from Rebecca’s first project it 
was apparent that I was dealing with 
somebody that had a lot of technical 
ability as well as a wide conceptual 
reach,” said Tim Nash, fine arts in-
structor at Langara.
Nash declined to comment on 
Brewer’s Beuy’s Painting. 
  Since finishing her diploma Brewer 
has furthered her artistic education. 
She has earned a bachelor’s degree 
in fine arts from Emily Carr and is 
currently working on her master’s 
degree at Bard College in New York. 
  So far, two prizewinners have stud-
ied at Langara since the competition 
began 13 years ago.
LySha Wong
Design student 
“I was deal-
ing with 
somebody 
[who] had 
a lot of 
technical 
ability
TIM NASH
StudeNtS of Studio 58 prActiSe tAp dANce for upcomiNg fiNAL exAm
Carlisle Richards photo
Studio 58 practices tap dancing yesterday in preperation for a final on Dec. 12. The instructor Frankie Kerr leads the group in class. 
Students in the  class, who sometimes have no experience, learn a full tap dance routine by the end of term.
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The tale of two soccer teams
B-ball teams still finding their game   
Langara vet 
set to retire, 
considers 
coaching gig 
By DEVON MacKENZIE
At the end of this basketball sea-son, Langara veteran Carling Muir will walk out of the gym for 
the last time – as a player.
The Falcon’s star is heading into her 
fifth and last year with the team, but 
Muir says it won’t be the last Langara 
will see of her.
“I would love to come back and do 
some coaching. Assistant coach or 
something like that,” explained Muir 
while sitting in the gym.
Muir is the first player to stay with 
Langara for her full university league 
eligibility, something that coach Mike 
Evans says is rare.
“Carling is the first player we’ve had 
for five years, and I don’t know if we’ll 
ever have another player like her,” he 
said. “Because we are a university 
transfer college team, we see players 
come and go within a couple of years.”
Muir’s personal goals for her last 
season are clear. 
 “I want to get through this year as a 
healthy year and finish off on top,” she 
said.  “We have a lot of potential as a 
team and I think we’re only going to 
get stronger as we come together.”      
Muir was diagnosed with a rare 
form of brain cancer almost five years 
ago. Before radiation, even while she 
was on chemotherapy, Muir lead the 
BCCAA league in scoring. Last year, 
after radiation treatment she finished 
fifth but for Muir, that wasn’t good 
enough.  
“I want to go out there and make a 
statement this year and say ‘Hey, ev-
eryone that played against me last 
year, you weren’t getting the true Car-
ling.’”
In terms of her health, Muir is posi-
tive.
“Health wise, everything has been 
going really good….I get an MRI 
around Christmas time to see what the 
tumor is doing up there and I don’t 
have anything but positive thoughts 
about that,” she said.
Muir finishes her studies next sum-
mer. She is studying social service 
work and aspires to be a family patient 
counselor for BC Children’s Hospital or 
the BC Cancer Agency.
Cancer survivor and five-
year Langara basketball 
veteran Carling Muir has 
begun her last year as a 
player, but says she will 
consider a coaching role
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The Langara men’s soccer team fight off opposing players of the Vancouver Island Univer-
sity Mariners in a 3-1 loss on Oct. 8 at BCIT campus (above). Forward Lana Rockhill uses 
her lower body stength to fend off an opposing player from the Vancouver Island Mariner 
during the team’s narrow 3-2 victory on Oct. 8 (top right). Midfielder Stefano Mattia moves 
in to tackle a Vancouver Island Mariner (bottom right).
ROXANA NECSULESCU photo
Carling Muir fights off three 
Camosun College defenders in a 
preseason game on Oct. 9.  
Women’s squad scores two big wins; men’s team drop two straight
By DANIEL PALMER
T
he Langara women’s soccer team 
is looking strong with two big 
wins last weekend, but the men’s 
team have yet to hit their stride 
heading into this weekend’s crucial 
match-ups. 
The girls faced a two-goal deficit go-
ing into halftime on Saturday against 
the VIU Mariners but battled hard in 
the second half. 
The Falcons squeezed an extra-time 
goal past Mariners’ keeper Shelby 
Walker to take the game 3-2. 
“A little bit of good luck was on our 
side for sure,” said head coach Ryan 
Birt. “I guess soccer’s a bit of a funny 
game.” 
“We said to the girls that last Satur-
day we lost a game one-nil here, and we 
probably didn’t deserve to lose that 
game. And today, I don’t know if we 
really deserved to win the game ... and 
we get a result and we win three-two.”
Birt said they had been preparing all 
week for Sunday’s match against “mas-
sive rival” Capilano University. 
“We just told them it’s going to be a 
battle tomorrow and that they’ve got to 
come prepared and it’s going to be a lot 
of work,” Birt said.
The women certainly rose to the 
challenge Sunday afternoon, dominat-
ing the Blues 5-1. 
The women look to build on their 6-2 
record when they face Thompson Riv-
ers University on Oct. 15 at 12 p.m. 
They will then head square off against 
UBC-Okanagan on Oct. 16 also at 12 
p.m. Both games will be played on the 
road. 
In men’s action, the team worked 
hard but fell away from their game 
plan, said striker Brett Weins, who suf-
fered a foot injury in Saturday’s game 
and was forced to watch from the side-
lines Sunday. 
“We’re a big physical team with 
plenty of skill and potential, we just 
haven’t been living up to it,” said 
Weins, the six foot two striker.
Men’s head coach David Shankland 
agreed the team has some work to do. 
“We still haven’t hit our potential 
yet, there’s certainly room to improve, 
but we’re on our way,” Shankland said.
Midfielder Konstantin Vasic scored 
the Falcons’ only goal from a free kick 
just outside the top of the box in Satur-
day’s match.
Weins said the team feels confident 
they can bounce back this weekend 
and improve on their lackluster 2-4-2 
record when they take on Thompson 
Rivers University and UBC-Okanagan.
 “We all feel and understand that 
this will probably be the biggest week-
end of the season and these are must-
win games for us,” Wein said.
The men’s team will head out to 
Kamploops first to play TRU on Oct. 15 
at 2 p.m. Next, the Falcons travel to Ke-
lowna to sqare off  against UBC-O on 
Oct. 16 at 2 p.m.
“A little bit 
of good 
luck was 
on our side 
for sure. I 
guess soc-
cer’s a bit 
of a funny 
game.
RYAN BIRT 
Women’s soccer 
head coach 
By ROXANA NECSULESCU
The Falcons basketball teams start-ed their pre-seasons last week with the women’s team stumbling 
out of the gate with three straight loss-
es.
Despite the slow start, women’s head 
coach Mike Evans remains optimistic 
as he sees the losses as a chance to 
gain more understanding in areas the 
team needs work. 
Each loss revealed a different weak-
ness, which is helpful when trying to 
find ways to improve, Evans said after a 
close 67-73 loss against Camosun Col-
lege on Sunday.
“[We’ve] got a lot of experience with 
a lot of different styles of play,” said Ev-
ans who has coached the last 10 years. 
The women’s team dropped Friday’s 
game to Quest University by a final 
score of 65-80. 
The Falcons took a drubbing the 
next night at the hands of Capilano 
University in a lopsided 49-83 loss. 
A bright spot for the team is the play 
of the rookies on 
Sunday against the 
Camosun Char-
gers. Rookie guard 
Denise Busayong 
stood out with a 
strong offensive 
outing while show-
ing her ability to 
counteract the 
Charger’s defen-
sive strategy. 
“Denise plays 
well for a rookie,” 
said Evans who was pleased with her 
22-point effort, including eight in the 
first quarter. 
“She guarded their best player for 
most of the game,” Evans added. 
Evans said a key coaching strategy 
will be to focus on strengthening the 
other rookies ability to guard skilled 
offensive players. Evans added most of 
the rookies were star players on their 
former high school teams and they 
were given the green light to go for of-
fense rather than focus on defence. 
The women play next on Oct. 14, at 6 
p.m. when they host Columbia Bible 
College.
On the men’s side, the Falcon’s beat 
Kwantlen University 111-78 in a scrim-
mage game last Friday.
The men’s team were down early by 
11, but quickly clawed back finishing 
the first quarter 31-17. 
“They [made] their first three shots 
[which] sucked the energy our of us a 
little,” returning guard Elliot Mason 
said. “But all it took was for us to settle 
down and move the ball.”
Head coach Jake McCallum took a 
cautiously optimistic approach to the 
result.
“I’m happy with where we’re at right 
now, but there’s a lot of work to do,” 
McCallum said. 
The men’s team resumes preseason 
action against the University of the 
Fraser Valley on the road on Oct. 14 at 
6 p.m..
Both men’s and women’s regular 
season’s begin on Nov. 11. 
men
 Oct. 14
	 University of the 
Fraser Valley 
 @ UFV
 6:00 PM
 Oct. 15
 Northern Alberta 
Institute of Technol-
ogy
 @ Langara
 4:00 PM
WOmen
 Oct. 14
 Columbia Bible 
College
 @ Langara
 6:00 PM
  Oct. 22
 Quest University 
 @ Quest
 6:00 PM
Source: Langara Athletics
FALCONS
games
After three straight pre-
season losses, women’s 
head coach Mike Evans re-
mains optimistic his team 
can get on track before the 
season’s opener on Nov. 11
mike evAns
Women’s basket-
ball  head coach
